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individual's life-breath. It is the vital energy, the vital force,
of which ail other energies, chemical, electrical, and the rest,
are merely derivatives and fractional parts ; and it is a little
quaint for the occultist when he hears scientific men talking
glibly of chemical or electrical energy, and denouncing their
parent, vital energy, as an " exploded superstition ". These
partial manifestations of vital energy are merely due to the
arrangements of matter in which it plays, cutting off one or
another of its characteristics, or perhaps all of them save
one, as blue glass will shut off all the rays except the blue
ones, and red all except the red.

In The Secret Doctrine H. P. Blavatsky speaks of the rela-
tion of prana to the nervous system. She quotes, and partly
endorses, partly corrects, the view of " nervous ether ", put
forv/ard by Dr. B. W. Richardson ; the Sun-force is " the
primal cause of all life on earth ".1 and the Sun'is <t the store"
house of vital force, which is the noumenon of electricity ".2
The " * nervous ether ' is the lowest principle of the Primor-
dial Essence which is Life. It is animal vitality diffused in all
Nature/ and acting according to the conditions it finds for its
activity. It is not an ^animal product ' ; but. the living animal
the living flower and plant, are its products.' 3

On the physical plane this prana. this life-force, builds up
all minerals, and is the controlling agent in the chemico"
physiological changes in protoplasm,-which lead to differen-
tiation and the. building of the various tissues of the bodies
of plants, animals, and men. They show its presence by the
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